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Congratulations to the cast/crew of The Bond of Separation for an energetic, expressive and multi-perspective production and the cast/crew of Two Gentlemen of Verona for a fun and witty show!
 
 
NEW!       DSA takes State at ESU                                       
Congratulations to junior theatre major Sofie Berg who won the English Speaking Union Shakespeare state competition and will be moving on to New York City to compete for the National title and the opportunity to study in Great Britain.
 
NEW!      Required Performance Break
After three weeks of performances we are on hiatus until March’s required performance of Men on Boats March 14-16.  However, there are lots of great shows happening in other majors: Pops Show, Telling Stories, etc. and we hope you will support your fellow majors and enjoy their amazing talents as well!
 
NEW!     THANK YOU                                                
Thanks to everyone who sent in concessions for the Intermediate Play series – the sophomore class thanks you for helping them raise money for their NYC trip next year.
NEW!        Lost & Found                                                                                  
Every day we collect a lovely assortment of lunch bags, coats, etc. and put them in our lost and found.  Attached is a picture of this week’s offerings in case you notice something that you/your child may have misplaced.  We tend to empty the items into the school lost and found bi-weekly so claim your items soon or they may end up at the thrift store!
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JRT Meeting tomorrow MOVED!!
Because of my needing to go downtown during the afternoon to be with the Theatre seniors at Trapeze this week we will be moving the JRT meeting originally scheduled for tomorrow to NEXT WEEK on Feb 13th at lunch!
 
At this meeting we will be talking about JRT GEAR – finally!!!  As well applying to be an officer next year (here’s looking at you 7th graders) and other fun stuff!
 
We need chocolate! (doesn’t everyone?)
Our Valentine’s Party is next week and we need your chocolate donations ASAP!  Drop them by the Main Office or the L Studio marked JRT.  Remember that it can be anything chocolate: cookies, brownies, candy, cupcakes, ANYTHING!!!!   We also ask that you send in a 2L of lemon-lime soda please!  
 
 
Valentine’s Party is Thursday & Friday
Don’t forget that the Valentine’s Party is ON Feb 14 during lunch in the L Studio! $1 for JRT members, $2 for non-members.
 
 
 


		2018  DPS Shakespeare Festival Information

The DPS Shakespeare Festival is a nationally known and it is with pride that we participate and bring our passion for Shakespeare to the community.  As representatives of DPS and DSA we hold our students to the highest standard of conduct during the festival.
Despite the early release day we are still attending the Festival as we normally would so please adhere to the following schedule:
 
Attached is the Festival Schedule!!!
SCHEDULE – Friday, April 27

8:00-9:05am  	Students attend Period 1/2 as usual (Beginners will get into 					costume during class – HS students with a free period are welcome 
			to come too)

9:05-9:15am  	ALL students into costume and to the lobby of the Schomp to 				meet their Chaperones.  Please look for the signs with you group on 			it and make sure your chaperone knows you are there.  Any 					Intermediate/Advanced student who can come earlier (during 				Period 2) to get their costume is highly encouraged to do so!!

9:45/10am    		Arrive at Festival and go to Opening Ceremonies (featuring our 
			very own Emily Embleton as Queen Elizabeth!)

10:30-3:30    		 Performances on the The Hope (10:40-1:15) and The Red Lion 
			(1:30-4:10).  All scenes must also perform on the street 3 times 				unless there is bad weather and then we shorten it to 1-2 times; if 				students choose to perform in a building [ie hotel lobby, outside the 			front entrance] they need to make they ask permission to do 				so).  Students must also view at least one Elementary School 					performance and take notes for the letter writing the following week.

4:00                 	Gather at The Red Lion 

4:15pm           	 Attendance/To the bus to return to DSA

5pm                 	 Return to DSA and return costumes if renting from Disguises



PARENTS ATTENDING THE FESTIVAL

You are welcome to join us for your child’s performance as there are no tickets and the Festival is open to the public.  Consult the DSA Shakespeare Festival Performance Schedule to find your child’s performance time.

Putting the schedule together is a tedious and carefully planned process.  We have grouped siblings as close together as we can, and the Juniors with their monologues and scenes together, and tried to alternate levels as much as possible so both you and outside audiences get a wonderful representation of the breadth of our student’s talent.  We are not able to accommodate any requests for changing performance times and appreciate your understanding in this matter.

A reminder that students MAY NOT be taken home early directly from the Festival (with the exception of Juniors (11th grade) who need to leave the festival by 3:30 to prepare for their show at 5pm).  All students must return to school on the bus in order to return their costumes, etc.  We will arrive between 4:50-5:15pm so students need to arrange their own transportation home.  We understand many parents work downtown and it may be easier to take them directly from the Festival, but the logistics of keeping track of that is a nightmare so we appreciate your understanding of letting them go back with us (and it’s a great night for them to go see Too Much Light!)

MUST DO’s
1.   Students must arrive at least 20 minutes before their scheduled performance time 
2.   Each scene must ALSO perform their scene on the street/mall at least 3 times
3.   6-10th grade must remain with their Chaperones at ALL TIMES – there is no such thing as a 
      group going off on their own OR students going off on their own to grab something to eat,   
      watch, etc.
4.   Students MUST always be performing, watching other schools, or getting lunch – This is 
      the one day of the year we devote to William Shakespeare  so please devote yourself, or 
      you may face disciplinary consequences.
 5.  Students must watch at least one Elementary school performance and take notes on what 
      school, what the play/scene is and specifics on what happened so they can write a letter 
      to the school congratulating them on a job well done next week 



WHAT TO BRING
Students should bring as little as possible since they have to carry it around all day AND there is NO BACKSTAGE available anywhere so any personal articles will need to stay with the chaperone while a group is performing. 

Essential things to bring/wear:   
       
1.   Comfortable walking shoes (you can put performance shoes in a small draw bag). There 
      are NO BARE FEET allowed at the Festival.
2.   Money for food (much easier then carrying a sack lunch around).
3.   Tights or Knee Highs for BOTH guys and ladies….there should be no bare legs anywhere.  If  
      students wear socks they must be long enough to not look like socks; and absolutely no 
      socks/tights that are bright colors or have patterns/words on them
4.    Undergarments; ESPECIALLY if students have a dress/skirt/toga on.
5.    Water.
6.  Umbrella/Poncho/Plastic Sheet – remember that if you rent a costume you are still 
     responsible for keeping it clean and not damaged.  Plan ahead and bring items to keep it 
     safe from the elements!
 
Things you should NOT have on:

1.   Large jewelry
2.   Painted nails – pleaser remove all nail polish for the festival
3.   Nose rings (please put in studs)
4.   Bangs/Hair in Face; hair MUST be out of the face, at least 1 centimeter above the eyebrow.
5.   Hair ties on the wrist 

COSTUMES
Since most of our students rent their costumes it is essential that they KEEP THEM CLEAN; any rips/stains/etc. become a student's responsibility to pay for.

AUDIENCE ETIQUETTE
It’s sad to say, but the following are all things that have been done in the past few years by our students during other student’s performances:

1.   No talking please when close to an outdoor stage – be aware of your surroundings
2.   Cell phones must be off and put away when watching scenes – it is extremely rude to be 
      on your phone while someone is performing.
3.   Please wait until a scene is finished before you leave – even outdoors it can be disruptive!
 


PERFORMANCE GRADE
Students are graded simply on performing to the best of their ability.  The ONLY things they will be docked for are the following:

1.   Hairbands on the wrist (they are either in one's hair or in a bag)
2.   Hair in the face
3.   Not wearing the appropriate undergarments/socks/shoes
4.   Not being loud enough
5.   Completely forgetting blocking/lines
 
PARTICIPATION GRADE
Students also receive a grade for participation in the festival – HOWEVER this can be lowered if a student:

1.    Is rude as an audience member (talking, leaving trash)
2.    Is late to attendance at the end of the day
3.    Is found on their own (all grades) or without a chaperone (grades 6-10)
4.    Causes issues with their chaperones
5.   Breaks any of the rules outlined for the festival above
6.    Doesn’t abide by DSA/DPS behavior policies 
  
We look forward to another successful Shakespeare Festival this year and appreciate your cooperation and understanding with all of the policies/guidelines above!
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